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AFC Wimbledon Foundation 

 

 

The AFC Wimbledon Foundation is seeking to appoint a new Chair of Trustees. 
The Chair will lead the Foundation forward to achieve its mission, vision and 
charitable objectives and provide inclusive leadership to the organisation. 
 
Our History 
AFC Wimbledon Foundation was formed in 2013, bringing together in one 
charitable organisation all of the community-based activities being carried out in 
the club’s name by supporters, volunteers and club staff. 
 
When the club was reformed in 2002 as the continuation of Wimbledon’s football 
club, it was quickly established that the club wanted to get back to the Football 
League and get back to Wimbledon. The ownership of the club by the supporter 
owned ‘Dons Trust’ reflected a collective view that the club should be owned by 
the community and through the foundation’s activities, to be a major contributor 
to that community. 
 
Since its formation, the charity has delivered multiple projects across Merton, 
Wandsworth and Kingston. 
 
The Team has continued to grow and is led by our Foundation Director, Philip 
Rudling. 
 
Where we are 
The Foundation Team is now made up a total of 10 staff and approximately 12 
casual coaches. In addition, the Foundation is also the parent charity of the Dons 
Local Action Group, a team of hundreds of local volunteers assisting with the 
response the Covid-19 pandemic in Merton, Wandsworth and Kingston. 
 
We run a number of projects across the local community focussing around: 
health & wellbeing, education and employability and social inclusion. As well as 
this, the Foundation also manages a college programme in partnership with 
Southfields Academy and a recently established NCS programme. 
 
The Foundation has continued to grow in recent years and has an estimated 
budget of over £600,000 for the coming financial year. 
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What’s next? 
This is an exciting time for the Foundation. As AFC Wimbledon returns to Plough 
Lane, the Foundation will be taking up its new home inside the stadium. The new 
stadium opens up a host of unique opportunities for the Foundation to continue 
to grow as a charity and make an impact in an even greater number of lives. 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic response and the move back to the heart of our local 
community is a stimulus to continue to expand our projects that have the biggest 
impact for those we seek to support. Our strategic plan sets out a vision for what 
we would like to achieve over the next three years and – as our current Chair 
steps down – we are seeking an active and strategic Chair to lead the 
organisation through this next period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


